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448 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ETHICS. 

A Student's Philosophy of Religion. By W. K. Wright, 
Ph.D. New York: The Macmillan Co., 1922. Pp. 441. 

Professor Wright comes to his subject through psychology and 
general philosophy. The book is substantially the reproduction 
of his class room lectures to undergraduates in Cornell University. 
It has the quality of answers to the live questions of keen, ener- 
getic youth, who want these matters dealt with in the light of 
facts. Extensive notes and bibliographical references accompany 
each chapter and impress the reader that the text is fortified by 
an abundant literature and by much scholarship. 

The key to the whole treatment is found in the definition of 
religion. "Religion is the endeavor to secure the conservation of 
socially recognized values through specific actions that are be- 
lieved to evoke some agency different from the ordinary ego of 
the individual, or from other merely human beings, and that 
imply a feeling of dependence upon this agency." The first half 
of the definition indicates in terms of "the endeavor to secure the 
conservation of socially recognized values" the standpoint from 
which the psychological and historical portions of the book pro- 
ceed, while the reference to "some agency" suggests the prob- 
lems considered in the third part which is more metaphysical. 
These problems are mechanism and teleology, God, evil, freedom, 
and immortality. In connection with each topic, after a critical 
presentation of the views of other writers, the author frankly and 
briefly states his own position. The discussions of this third part 
are concerned with the question, "Is religion true?" 

The first and second parts give answers to the question, " What 
is religion?", the first in terms of history and the second in terms 
of psychology. Following the definition, various stages and types 
of religion are surveyed with reference to the "values" which 
they conserve. The fruitfulness and sense of reality which one 
gets when studying religions in terms of values rather than in 
terms of "beliefs" could not be more aptly illustrated. The 
customs of the Australians, the Todas, the Melanesians and the 
Bagandas are compared. The more elaborate systems of Brah- 
manism, Buddhism, Greece and Rome, Judaism, and Christianity 
in its different epochs and forms are set forth with special refer- 
ence also to the social values which they cherish. An interesting 
and very sympathetic statement is given of the historical facts 
and the working ideals of Christianity in terms of moderate 
liberalism. "The great ethical service which Christianity has 
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rendered has been in the deepening of moral convictions, in mak- 
ing the moral life a concern of the heart as well as of the head, and 
so imparting dynamic force to moral principles." Ethical in- 
wardness is the supreme Christian value. Different sects recog- 
nize and cultivate different values or at least give different expres- 
sion and emphasis to the same values. As to whether any 
religion is time the author remarks that religions symbolize truth, 
some more than others. "With the experience of future ages 
Christianity will become further advanced. There may be 
greater changes in future doctrines, ritual, and ecclesiastical 
organization than even the past has known." 

In personal experience, religion appears not as an instinct but 
as a sentiment. It has its origin in childhood but its chief growth 
comes during adolescence. The conversion phenomena are well 
described with the psychologist's usual preference for the less 
emotional types. Prayer is presented as an expression of the 
natural conversational form of thought. Dialogue prayers may 
be either individual or community prayers, and these may be 
aesthetic or for benefits of some kind. As to the efficacy of prayer 
it is held that there are definite subjective effects and effects upon 
health, upon the temper of individuals and communities and even 
upon the physical environment through its influence upon human 
conduct. The author inclines to leave the way open for a definite 
influence from an outer Agency, but he everywhere maintains a 
balanced judgment and a cautious scientific reserve. 

The book deserves wide reading by all classes of thoughtful 
people. It is an impressive indication of the tendency of the 
best current science and reflection concerning these questions in 
which the age is becoming deeply interested. 

E. S. Ames. 



SHORTER NOTICES. 

What Religion Is. By Bernard Bosanquet, Fellow of the British 
Academy. London: Macmillan & Co., 1920. Pp. xii, 81. 

This book, though small, contains material that might easily be spread 
out into many volumes. It is a sort of philosopher's confession of Faith. 
Indeed, it might even be compared with the famous book of Thomas a 
Kempis. At least I know of no work that could so well as this be said to 
do for religion without the supernatural what that remarkable book did for 
Christianity. But, indeed, Dr. Bosanquet's work is also based on the 
religion of Jesus; and it is so finely done that it seems almost a desecration 
to offer any criticism upon it. I will confine myself to a single comment. 
Chapter VII, on Prayer and Worship, is headed with this quotation: 



